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ould have required but a mo: derate | share of prudence, go8 we first began this practice of 
to have foretold, from the nature of men and of ministers, that things would necessarily be 
“¢ ! to the length we see; so mow, that they have, at last, happily reached it, it may not be difficult 
© to cuess at the Consequence. It must, imiaed, be one of these two events: either the nation must destroy 
credit, or public credit will destroy the nation.”———Hume, Essay of Publie Credit, 
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Secretary of State for the Colonial Depart- 
ment, having, in consequence of a Report 
of the Commi ttee of His Majesty's Privy 
ver, Sallicetli, with the Ligurian Repub- | C ouncil for Trade and Foreign Plantations, 
jic. in the name of the Emp eray Nafolvon, | communicated to me the Royal pleasure, 
agned on the 20tb of October /ast. | that I should not open any of the Ports of 
The Emperor Napoleon engages to pro- | any of the Islands over which [ preside, for 
cure a Peace for the Ligurian Republi: c with | the admission of articles from the American 
the Barbary Powers, and to cause the Ligu- | States, which are not allowed io be imported 
rian flag to be respe -cted by those powers. — | by law, except in cases of real and very great 
Should he, however, not be so ihek caatesl | in | necessity I issue this my Proclamation, 
this endeavour as he expects to be, he engages | notifying and declaring, that under the re- 
to furnish the ships of the said Republic with | gulation and authority of an A& passed in 
Trench colours, that they may thus be pro- | the twenty-cighth year of His Majesty's 
tected. —The Emipei ror of the French will | rei gn, and intitled, “An Act for Regu- 
further grant permission for the importation lating the Trade hetw een the subjects of His 
of all Ligurian commodities into Piedmont, M: ajesty ‘s Colonies and Plantations'i in North 
Parma, and Placenza, only paying the small | America, and in the West India Islands, and 
importation-toll, which was before custom- | the countries belonging to the United States 
ary, which shall begin to be in force inime- | of America ; and between His Majesty ’s said 
diately after the ratification of this conven- Subjects od the Foreign Islands in the West 
tiou,—On the other part, the Government | Indies ;” [ admitin the different Ports of the 
of the Ligurian Republic engages to furnish | several Islands under my command, the i im- 
6,000 seamen, during the present war, avd | portation of the following articles, viz. to- 
to have 4,000 of them in readiness in a short | bacco, pitch, tar, turpentine, hemp, flax, 
time.—The Ligurian Repablic cedes the har- | masts, yatds, bowsprits, staves, heading, 
bours, with the arsenal, as also the galley | boards, timber, shingles, and lumber of any 
harbours and the dock yard, with the basin, | sort; horses, neat cattle, sheep, hogs, pout- 
and places them at the disposal of the French; | try, and live stock of any sort; bread, bis- 
oud as iti is intended to build in the said dock- | cuit, flour, pease, beans, potatoes, wheat, 
yard ten ships of the line for France, the | rice, oats, barley, and grain of any sort ; 
Li igorian Republic engages to enlarge the ba- | such commodities respectiveiy being the 
fin suficiently for the entfance and station- growth or prodaction of any of the Terri- 
ing of these ships at its own expense ; and | tories of the said United States of America. 
as at the time of the conclusion of this con-.{| But whereas, in the first Section of the 
vention a new built ship of the line, a fri- | Act of the General Counci! and Assemb'y 
gate, and two corvettes are lying finished | of the Leeward Islands, passed in April 
in the dock of Genoa, these ships shall like- 1798, and intitled, * As Act inore eftc 'C- 


Wist be placed at the disposal of France. tually to provide for the support, and extend 
. ‘| certain Regulations for the Protection of 


Slaves, to promote and encourage their in- 


- DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPER. 
Antigua. —By His Excellency the Right | crease, and generally to ameliorate their con- 
n. Ralph Lord Lavington, Baron ” of difion,” --1]t is enacted and ordained, that 
every Owner or Director of any Slave or 


Lavington, one of His Majesty's Most 
Honourable Privy Coumil, Knight Compa- | Slaves within the Leeward Islands, shall 
weckly, and every week, under the penalty 


nion of the Most Hynourable Order of the 
of ten shillings per head, for each and every 


“ie Captain-General and Governor in 
f in and over all His Majesty’ s Leeward | Slave udder his or ber rection, for every 
omission, parchase or provide for every sac 


nts ee lands | in America, Chancellor, 
He. oe ae of the same, | Siave or Slaves, among divers other kinds of 
(Towed Proch provisions, one pound and one quarter of 


The Earl Camden, iis 5 Majesty’ 5 Principal i herripgs, suad-, os mackarel, of orbor sub- 


























355] 
stitutes for herrings, shads, or mackarel, the 


provision of which substitutes is altogether 
unattainable in any of the Leeward Islands. 
And whereas, from various causes in tine 
of war, the expectation of the smaiest 
degree of supply of herrings, shads or 


mackarel, from the Pritis: colonies in 
° ; 
North America, 1s perfectly hopeless 
. 7 ‘ . won Salon 9 -* 
speculation, and the most favourable supply 


: ] : } ' } , ‘ * 

of them, which, from long and unitorm 
: } 

experience can be annually expected from 


any of the ports of the United Kingdom of 


Great-Britain and Ireland, 1s found to be 
much too precarious, and infinitely too 
isregular in every respect, but particu- 
larly in the periods of their arrival, to an- 
swer the constant and unremitting demands 
of the plantations in the Leward Islands; 
and whereas, the sudden privation of these 


last mentioned articles, not only may 
create the greatest inconvenience, and 


produce the most pernicious Consequences 
yn the said colomes, but must inevitably 
disable every owner or director of slave or 
slaves in them from fulfilling the duty im- 
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posed on him or her by the first section of 


the before-mentioned ‘act for mehorating 
the condition of the slaves m the Leeward 
Islands ;—Now conceiving the immediaic 
case to be one of those of “ real and very 
* yreat necessity,” which demands my 
exercise of the discretionary power lodged 
in me on such occasions, [ hereby notify, 
that over and above the articles specified 
in the before-mertioned act passed in the 
28th year of His Majesty’s reign, and 
already described in this proclamation, | 
likewise permit the importation from the 
American States into the ports of the 
islands in imy government, of herrings, 
hads, mackarel, and all sorts of pickled 
and salied fish, for the space of six ca- 
lendar months, to be 
date of this proclamation ; by the ex- 
uration of which period some means may 
2 devised by which His Majesty's Leeward 
Islands may be supplied with the ssid ar- 
ticles from ports of His Majesty’s own d: mi- 
nions, of I may receive His Majesty's fur- 
ther commands on tis subject. —— Provided 
that no importations of any kind be made 
from the states of Ametica on more fa- 
vourable terms, as to dutics on entry, than 
on similar importations from the British 
colonies in North America, where such 
dutics are due and payable : whereof all 
persons concerned are to take notice, and 
govern themselves accordingly. Given 
under my hand and seal at arms, at the 
Government-house at Antigua, this 29th 
day of Noveniber, in the year of ovr 
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Lord, 1804, and in the 45th year of FH, 
Majesty's reign. ——God save the Kin, 
——LavinGron, 
MILITARY SYSTEM. 

Sir,——- You have lately written so much, 
and so well, respecting the British Army, 
that, perhaps, little, more need, or can, by 
said on the subject. The recruiting, hoy. 
ever, is a matter of such moment, that you, 
probably, will not object to admitting a fey 
observations on it. I have lately had ay 
opportunity of seeing great exertions made 
to obtain meno tor rank, and where no ex. 
pense has been spared, and I am decidedly 
of opinion, that the great objection is to be- 
coining soldiers jor fe. Men who have the 
highest value for liberty, (the birthright of 
Englishmen) do not, be assured, like to 
pawn it even for a very large sum; and, 
that becoming soldiers, has always been con- 
sidered as pawning it, I believe, no man wil 
deny. Asaremedy to this objection, then, 
the cnrolling men for limited time of service, 
at once presents itself; and surely a method 
employed, in some of those continental ar- 
mies, the most esteemed, and certainly best 
disciplined, should not hastily be rejected. 
addition to the limitation of service, as 2 
further inducement, it appears to nie, thot 
it would be advantageous, that after tie 
time of service has expired, each so dict 
should be allowed a daily pay, which joined 
to what he might earn by his labour, wow: 
render the remainder of his days com lo 
able, and which, at the same time, shoud 
be considered as a retainer for his serv 
at home, if wanted. This would, I imagu 
at once put a stop to the desertion, at pie 
sent, Tam sorry to say, so alarming'y jp" 
valent, by not only insuring a man his 6:- 
charge at a certain time, but holding out 1° 
him a permanent pecuniary reward for '*- 
maining until that time. I cannot speak 
correctly as to the average time of service 
throughout the army; but, from the 
quency of desertion within the last 10 years 
I imagine wore men have, in this manoel, 
quitted it, than have remained beyond that 
time. If I am right in this conjectare, 40 
supposing the plan I have mentioned to pe 
a stop to desertion, (by limiting the first 
gagement, to 10 vears) the country would 
be benefited in proportion to the number o! 
men gained annually by recruiting, 0" 
than are gained at present.——I wou 
therefore propose, that a man should be ¢? 
listed for 10 years ; that after this period Me 
should be entitled to his discharge, and ” 
pence per day for life: but as he will mt 
probably, be worn out after this time, show 
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he chuse toengage for a further period, I 
would offer him a small bounty, and afier 
7, or 10 years more, as he might agree 
for, or bis constitution sdinit, he should 
avain be entitled to his discharge, and a 
farther advance of his allowance for life, in 
roportion to the length of his service; so 
that after 20 years service, he should have a 
shilling a day. An advance of three halt- 
egee at each of the periods I have stated 
would perhaps do; so that after having 
served 13 years he should be entitled to se- 
ven pence halfpenny, and so on in propor- 
top. | must here beg, that in these calcula- 
tions, &c. you would not fancy | speak as of 
aregularly digested plan; I merely submit 
hints that might serve on which to ground 
ove. Tam aware, thit the system I have 
laid down may, at first, appear an expensive 
ove, from the number of men who, after a 
certain time, would be entitled to the dif- 
ferent allowances: buat it must be consider- 
ed, thatin proportion to the number of men 
thus pensioned, will be the number of men 
of other descriptions of force required for 
home service: and supposing even that a 
large number live to an age which should 
render them incapable of service, so much 
the stronger claum have they on a liberal 
ublic (whom in their youth they have faith- 
lly served) for a maintenance in their old 
oge. Another objection has been held to 
lioiied service, that is, the dimiaution which 
tay take place in an army, from many men 
being entitled to their discharge when they 
are ou foreign service, and when they are 
wanted: but those who nrge this must be 
very little acquainted with the character or 
spirit of the British soldier, who was never 
yet known to shrink from danger, when re- 
guired to face it. Under such circumstances, 
Whilst they existed, he would most chear- 
‘uly siand by his country, his comrades, 
‘od dis colours. ‘That in removing the en- 
listing for life you remove the grand impe 
“iment to the recruiting of the army, I have 
hot the slightest doubt ; that the granting 
scaler privileges and advantages, and re- 
HOVing some ot the present difficulties un- 
“er Which soldiers labour, would. also tend 
lolacilitate reeruiting, there is every reason 
‘» suppose. 1 do not, however, agree with Mr. 
Vindham, (7 do} in thinking that allowing 
Pipe to kill game would at all benefit it. 
disei en it would not tend to improve 
thie or * Perhaps the giving the soldier 
sa oe ended) a vote, might be to 
mension 7 rst toenlist. —- As | have 
Rot avoid tne eges and advantages I can- 
hae ying # few words respecting the 
“fs pay. (The soldier, in this respect, 
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is well off ;) and I scarcely dare say much, 
least I should appear interested: but J will 
venture to assert, that no officer, of a rank 
inferior to that of captain, can ia England 
live at his regimental mess on his pay: in 


fact, he can barely exist. And is this the 
situation to which the members of the proud- 
est profession shou'd be reduced? It seems 
universally allowed, that troughout all ranks 
an icrease of pay 1s necessary, to place of- 
fivers in that situation in society, which it 
was intended they shou'd hold, when first 
the present rates of pay were established. 
—I am aware, that in saying this and what 
follows, lin some measure appear to depart 
from my original intention of speaking only 
as to the recruiting of the army : but still I 
cannot help feeling, that what tends to make 
the army more respectable, must tend to 
lucrease it; and vice versd.—-—The liberal 
hand with which military titles have Jately 
been scattered, certainly diminishes the con- 
sequence of those, who, afier serving 20 
years in all climates, think themselves for- 
tunate in arriving at the rank of a field of- 
ficer ; for it certain!y isa grating thing to 


such aman, on his retarn to England, if 


called upon to act in defence of his native 
country, to find himself commanded by his 
grocer, bis mercer, or his atiorney: and 
many of these gentlemen, I am well as- 
sured, hold Jieuteuant-colonels’ commissions ; 
indeed, I have heard, this liberal distribu- 
tion of rank stated as a reason, why the 
country gentlemen have not so generally 
stepped forward to volunteer their services. 
If then they feel it, in how much greater a 
degree must he feel it, who owes glone to 
his merit and his length of service the situa- 
tion. he enjoys? and in how much is the 
high value of that situation diminished, from 
the frequent occurrence of lieutenant-colo- 
nels, majors, and captains of volunteers * — 
—Jam, Sir, yaurs, Xc. A Firtp Or- 
FICER. 








SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

SinkinG Funp (continued from 352, to 
which the reader is requested to refer.) In 
America, they pursue a different course, 
They have measures for reducing their debt ; 
really reducing it; end they are redacing it 
accordingly. When Mr. Gailaiin tells the 
Congress (as in the report before mentioned 
sec p. 325), that there is an “ annual ap- 
‘+ propriation of 8 millions of dollars for the 
“ payment of the principal and interest of 
“ the public debt,” be tells them, at the 
same time, that 3,700,000 of those dollars 
are to be ** applied to the redemption of the 
“« principal ;” that is, to the real redemption 









$707 


cupsequence of the use that has been m1 le 
of them with regard to the Putsinking fund, 
that they are, upon subjects of this sort, no 
loneer capable of filling their former places, 


or of performing their proper functions. --—— 
. 


national debt. 


‘much stock as it will purchase 


sioners, to whom was to be entrusted the 


ot the principal; to the discherge of it; to | 
the paying of the bolilers for a2; 1o the takin | 
of it ut and destre: It is truly ashame | 
to etpioy so Many iffcrent purases 19 CX- | 
press what is equally well expressed in one | 
word. in the word reveem only; but the | 
fad't is not mine; t word, as well as aul 
ithers of nearly the same stynification, have 
been so abused, their meaning has been so 
perverted ; they are becume so equivocal, in 


The Ame: wans do, [ say, real/y reduce then 
They raise a sum of money 
vom with it as 
Reaily 
deem it. They buy it, pay for it, take 
evidences of it from the individual holders, 
they throw those evidences in the fire; that 
which they have so redeemed is no longer m 
existence, and, of course, they zo Jomysr pay 
anlerest wi This is redeeming ; bat, can 
we be said to redeem; we, who continue to 
pay interest upon all the stock, just the same 
as if we had no sinking fond ?——But, the 
fact is, that the origmal intention of our 
sinking fund, as expressed in the act of par- 
liameot, by which it was established, and 
which was passed in the year 1780, was, 
somewhat similar to the plan pursued in 
America. Not so good, tndeed; but, in 
principle, bearing some analogy to it. It 
provided for the redeeming, f mean (good 
reader, have patience with me!) # mean read | 


iv taxes annually, and they rea 
re. 


the 
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‘redeeming, of a portion of the debt, when 


the annual income of the fand should 
amount to 4 millions. It did not, like the 
American plan, raise a sum of money every 
year, lay it out in stock, destroy the stock, 
and toke from the taxes the amount of the 
interest before wanted for the said stock. It 
Was not so simple, satisfactory and ethicient 
as this plan; but, -it afforded some founda- 
tien for a rational hope that qn alleviation of 
burdens would orice from it, The commis- 


— = 


management of it, were to Keep it accumn- 
Jatiog, till the interest upon it, or, in other 
words, the amount annually paid by the peo- 
pie on account of it, should amount to 4 
uiliiens, ‘Then it was to cease accumulating, 
anti its 4 millions a year were thenceforth to 
be applied to the rea/ redeeming of the debt; 
that is to say to the purchasing of stock, 
upon which stock interest wes no lonze~ to be 
paid by the people. The words of the act, as 
tonching this point, are “ the dividends” | 
{that is the quarterly interest}.«« dae on | 


iy 
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«such parts of the principal stock, as sho) 
“ thenceforth be paid off by the said commis. 
“ sioners, shall mo longer be tsined at the } * 
« chequer, but shall be considered as rec! 

« ¢/by parliament.” Yes; that would ha. 

been réaf redeeming; but. if sach an ef: 

was required in order to justify the applies. 

tion of the word redeem, with what proprie 

do the ministers now apply that word 

effect of the sinking fund, which effect 
consequence of subsequent alterations in () 

pilav of the simkiog fond, and particularly ty 

last thal was made, never can, .accordin: 

even to the calculations of the ministe. 
themselves, take place til about forty or f 

years henee? What front, then, does it ; 
quire; whata reliance on the forbearan: 

or ignorance or impotence or servilliy of 
others does it require to enable the advocates 

for the act cf 1786 now to speak of, and to 

state in writing, as stock redeemed, that sick 
upou which the dividends (that is to say, | 
interest) are still issued at the Exchequer '— 

Tire great alteration, or rather the tots! 
abandonment, of the original plan of | 
sinking fuad, took place in ‘the year 1s 

and in the act which was passed on the 22¢ 

of June in that year, that is, stat. 42 of the 
King, ¢.72, whierein the former act, as fa: 
as related to the real redeeming provision 

was repealed; and the stock purchased, and 

to be purchased, by the commissioners wes 
made to retnain unredeemed, the interest sii 
being to be paid on it, as it now is. The 
merit of the original -plan was question 
able. It was, I think, pretty evident, thet, 
unless we began to extinguish at once, as se 
Americaus did, we never could do it alter 
wards; and, that which might have beta 
foreseen has now proved to be the case. || 
sums paid qnarierly from the Exchequer into 
the hands of the commissioners, answers 1° 
other end thao that of keeping up the price 
of the fuods, by creating a demand for stock, 
a considerable purchase of which the com- 
missioners are, by law, obliged to make v7) 
week, So that, in fact, the 6 millions 4 ye* 
which Mr, Pitt tells us the sinking fund 
duces, is, so much money raised yearly 10 
taxes, for the purpose of enabling the 
nister to make such purchases in the stots 
market as shail prevent the comr sodity t¢% 
failing to a degree that would blow op the 
system; upon exactly the same princip* 
that the old woman sent her daughter on 9 
fore her to market with moncy to buy "? 
other people's eggs; in order to keep up © 
price of those that she was abont to bring * 
her basket —— Phe difference in the A™° 
rican sinking fond’ and that of Mr. Pitt * 
fully shown in their different effets 1 
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an general government began, in | Was the annual charge much reduced during 
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Americ . 4 
}789-G0 with a debt of 70 millions of dol'ars. 
/ 7 ® 


The sum annually required for interests and 
charges Was about 3,300,000 dollars ; and 
such their annual charge on account of debt 
remains to this day. Bat, observe, that the 
have, during the 14 years, made new loan 
to the amourt of about 40 millions of dol- 
lurs; so that, it appears, that they have, 
during the 14 years, actually redeemed, ex- 
cneuished, and destroyed, about 40 millions 
of deot. ‘They borrowed money for the ar- 
nament against France; for that against 


y 
5 


Algiers aud Tripoli; and, lately, to the- 


amuunt of 13 gnillions of dollars foc the pur- 
chase of Louisiana, fOr which 13 milliens 
they have, of course, value received. Let, 
their annual charge on account of debt has 
been kept dowa to what it originaily was, by 
means of ‘the sums which they have so judi- 
ciously appropriated for reducing the princi- 
pal ot that debt. But, what have we done? 
We too, have been making new loans; but, 
have we faid af, have we extingutshed, have 
we destroyed any part of the principal of the 
debt? Not a single pound’s worth of it. We 
still pay interest upon the whole of the 
slock that was in existence in 1780 and also 
upon the whole of the stock that has been 
created since that time. In 1786, ihe total 
capital of the debt was 259 millions, and tie 
wpoual interest and charges amounted to 9 
millions. At December, 1803 (tor ,the !ast 
year's account is not yet delivered), the total 
of the capital-was 588 millions, and the an- 
nual interest and charges amounted to 25 
niiions, Let any man show me, then, if he 
can, What advantage we derive, or are like- 
ly ever to derive, from this sinking fund? 
What alleviation of burdens it produces, or is 
likely to. produce ? Does not every one sce 
the clear difference between the American 
mode of reducing their debt, and our mode ? 
That the former produces a real reduction, 
and that the latter produces no reduction at 
all? ‘In time of peace,” some son of 
credulous hope will exclaim: ‘“ it will work 
* mirac'es in time of peace!” Not at all; 
for, supposing us never to make another 
‘oan, and suppose peace to come to-morrow, 
the annual sum to be paid by us in taxes, on 
account of debt, will remaio just as great as 
it now ig, as long as the present pernicious 
sysiem ig persevered in.——But, is it not 
madness to think of discontinuing to make 
loans, as long as this system lasts? For this 
year the army, navy, ordnance and contio- 
Beacies, are estimated at little short of 40 
millions. Does any one believe, that a 
Peace now made, by Mr. Pitt or by any body 
clse, would much reduce this annual oharge ? 
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the last peace? Nay, were notloans madeboth 
those years? And was vot the annual charge 
on account of debt avemented in the sam of 
2 miilions and a half? And, is it likely that 
a peace tv diminish much our naval and mi- 
litary expenses can mew be made? The whole 
of the armnual income of the nation, war 
taxes included, does vot now, and will pot 


next year, amount to more than 40 aiitliens. 


Ihe charge on account or the national. debt 
alone, wil never again, as longas the Pit 


system lusts, amouct to less thay 29 milhons 
ayeac; leaving 11 millions a year for the 
purpose of defraying the capenses of army, 
navy, orduance, and contingencies, which, as 
was before siated, now amc.ntto 40 mil- 
lions a year, and which none but a madman, 
or a fool, can hope to see reduced to a sum 
less than about 25 millions in time of peace, 
if peace should be made now. Here, then, 
even upon the peace establishme i, ate 14 
milliozns a year lett to be raised dy Jeans ; 
and, observe, that this is supposing that all 
the present war taxes, as they are termed, 
will (as they must be) rendered permanent } 
Never, therefore, in peace or in war, can we 
again expect to see a year pass over our 
heads without a new loan. What must 
those persons be, then, who conso'e them- 
selves with the hope of the relief to be de- 
rived from tlie operations of the Sinking 
Fund; that fund, that very fund, which, on 
a future occasion, I thik ( shall be able to 
prove to be the principal cause of our em- 
barrassments and our dangers !—-But, if, upon 
a supposition that peace should be concluded 
this year, we are doomed to make annyal 
loans, wha! have we, as to this point, to ex- 
pect as ihe consequences of a six yeare’ 
longer continuation of the war? Such acon 
tinuation would, in all probability, swell the 
annual charge on account of debt to the 
amount of 40 millions, and, indeed, to a 
greater amount; that is to an amount equal 
to that of the whole present income, war 
taxes included, leaving the whole of the ex- 
pens¢s of the army, navy, &c. &c. to be pro- 
vided for by loans. Is it possible, | will ask 
any reasonable man, for the state to exist, for 
the moparchy to stand, in such a state of 
things? And, is it, then, not time for meb, 
for public men, for legislators, for ministers, 
for noblemen, and, above a}!, for princes, to 
think of making pteparation for the crisis ; 
to cotisider of /be means by which the stroke 
may, when it comes, be prevented from sub- 
verting the throne and burying oor liberties 
beneath its ruins? ——He who is disposed to 
smile at these apprehensions, shovid before 


_he gives too much latitade to bis mirth, con- 
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giier seriously, whether there be, or be not, | Sinking Fund ; in practice the same Prono- 


any foundation for my opiniors. He should 
Jook attentively at the progress of the an- 
nual charze on account of debt; he should 
compare the present amount of that charge 
with the annval amount of the nanonal in- 
come; he should estimate the probable da- 
ration of war, the probable yearly expenses 
of peace, and the inevitable consequences of 
continuing to make annual loans 1n peace as 
well as in war. [ie should look into the 
history of public debts: of carrencies depre- 
ciated; and shoold ask himself: what 
have invariably been the consequences of a 
state of things, in which ai] contracts become 
nugatory, or, are binding only to the de- 
struction of fight ? When he has duly consi- 
dered the-e thiags, fet him reflect on the con- 
sequences that might arise from an invasion, 
an insurrection (even 1 ’ confined to the ca- 
pital), from combnations of different de- 
scriptionsof men, drawn together and pushed 
onid a desperate course by the injuries arising 
from the disturbance of prices, occasioned 
by the increase, and consequent degradation, 
of the currency. And, let him be well up- 
on his guard against drawing 2 conclusion 
favourable to the Sinking Fuad. merely be- 
cause he fiadsthe t4cory of that project good ; 
always remembering, that that which is per- 
fectly true in figures, may be completely felse 
in fact. Upon a point of this sort, Lord 
Lauderdale, in his admirable work upon 
Public Wealth, has, in Chapter IV, the 
following remark + ‘* Lest the reader should 
** be disposed to think, with the generality 
“of mankiod, that what is true in figures, 
“and the result of accurate calculation, 
‘most be trae in practice, and possible in 
‘execution; he is desired to reflect, that 
* one penny pat out, at our Saviour’s birth, 
“at 4 per centaum, compound interest, would 
‘* before this time, have increased to a great 

“er sum than couid be contained in fire 
“ hundred millions of earths, all of solid 
* oold , and that this is a calculation as accu- 
ate, and as true, as any with which patlia- 
“ment has been furnished in the pro- 
“‘ gress of this delusion.” This chapter 
is upoo the sinking fund Before his Lord- 
Shin’s pen the emoky mists, raised by the 
Aucklands, the George Roses, the Chal- 
merses, the, Vansittarts, the Sinclairs, and 
other dabbiers in poliuical economy, fly io 
every direct.on,leaving Mr.Pitt and his project 
clearly exposed to every man who has com. 

mon sense and acommon degree of discern- 
ment.—The theory of the Sinking Fund mu-t 
be considered separately from the practice. 

In theory it is true that the national debt is 
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sition is utterly false.——TI shall, on the fre 
convenient occasion, return to this importars 
subject; when I intend to give a succine: 
history of the Sinking Fund, showing, as | 
proceed, how its purposes, and the ooinions 
of its advocates, have been continually Upon 
the shift. Particularly I shall endeavour to 
show the fallacy of the argument, which js 
built upen the acknowledged and undeni. 
| bie efficucyofa Sinking Fund (founded upon 
a theory like that of the Public Sinking 
Fund) in clearing off the mortgage upon a pri. 
wate estate. Much of the present deception 
arises from the want of perceiving the fallacy 
of this comparison; by removing which, 
therefore, we shall certainly make an advance 
towards the truth. 

Stave ‘TrRane.— ~The readers of the 
| Register will remember, that, towards the 
close of the last session of Parliament, Mr. 
Wiiberforce broughtinto the House of Com- 
mons a bill for abolishing this trade. The 
preamble of the biil stated the slave trade to 
be “ contrary to the principles of justice and 
“humanity.” If the remarks which were 
made thereon, at the time, should be thought 
worth recurring to, they will be fonnd in 
vol. V. p. 933, and in the same yolume, p. 
1007.—The bill was introduced on the 30th 
of May, and was finally passed and sent to 
the Lords on the 27th of June. The seve- 
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ral debates will be found in the Parliamentary 
Debates, vol. II. p. p. 440, 543, 649, 848, 
and 863, where it will be perceived, that 
the House divided five several times vpon 
the subject ; to w.t; on the 30th of May, 
for the abolition 124, against it 49; on 
the 7th of June, for 100, against 42; on 
the 13th of June, for 79, against 20; on 
the 25th of June, for 52, against 9, on the 
27th of June, for 69, against 33. The bil, 
having reached the House of Lords, their 
Lordships read it a first time, and postponed 
_the second reading of it for six months. Th's 
being the mode usually adopted when it is 
intended never to read the bill again. Mr. 
W ilberfurce, on the 14th ultimo, brought in 
another bill, having the same object io view. 
No opposition to this bill was made till the 
28th ultimo, when the second reading w2s 
moved for by Mr. Wilberforce, and when 
general Gascoigne moved an amendment (0 
the motion, for the purpose of putting of 
the second reading of the bill to that day 
six months. After a debate ot corisiderable 
length and of great public interest, the House 
divided, when there appeared, for the aboli- 
tion 70, against it 77; and thus, to the 
astonishment of all those who had only duly 
reflected on the change which this questa 
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had, even since last year undergone in men’s 
minds, the bill was rejected in the House of 
Commons, by a majority of 7 members.--— 
}; would be very foolish for the friends of 
she West India colonies now to lay aside their 
eJorts to prevent the accomplishment of a 
roject like that which has just been defeat- 
ed; but, for the present, I shall content my- 
elf with noticing one argoment advanced, 
ypon this occasion, by Mr. Wilberforce. His 
object evideatly was to prodace in the minds 
of his hearers, a conviction, that it was pos- 
vble, and even easy, to keep up the nam- 
ber of negroes required in the islands by 
the increase of those already there, and, of 
course, Without any further importation of 
negroes from Africa. In order to establish 
this position, he referred to the state of the 


negro population in the United States of | 


America, where, he said, the negro popula- 
tion bad doubled during the last 20 years. 
One way of oversetting this argument is by 
denying and disproving the fact, upon which 
itrests, If the reader will refer to the au- 
theatic and official statement relative to the 
population of the United States of America, 
which he will find in Vol. I. p 2306 of this 
work, he will perceive, that, in the year 
1790, when the first Census was taken in 
the Amezican states, the total of theslave po- 
pulation amounted to 697,697 ; and that, 
when the second Census was taken, in the 
year 1800, the total of the slave population 
was 870,790; being, in ten years, an in- 
crease of 179,093. Twice this latter num- 
ber is 358,186; and not 607,697, as it 
ovglt to be, in ofder to enable Mr. Wilber- 
force to maintain his position. There has 
becn no Census taken in America since the 
year 1800; previous to 1790, there never 
was any taken. ' Nothing can be duown, as 
to the increase of the population, except 
what is known from those two Censuses ; 
and, therefore, the conclusion is, that Mr. 
Wilberforce’s assertion, as it is stated in the 
London newspapers, is mot true. It may have 
been falsely reported in the newspapers ; 
and, it not, we are to suppose, of course, that 
somebody has deceived Mr. Wilberforce ; 
very likely some black preacher, or some 
White faced preacher with a dark mind ; but, 
at any rate, he will now perceive the error 
and will, doubtless, be upon his guard against 
such misrepresentations for the future. My 
objections, however, to the fact reported to 
be advanced by Mr. Wilberforce. are 
hot confined to what I have already 


stated. We have seen that the number of 


slaves in America, during the ten years 
one mn 1800, rose from 697,697, to 
79,790, making, in that ten years, an in- 
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crease Of 179,093; and this, Mr, Wilber- 

foree’s printed speech says, without impor- 

tation from Africa, Without any legally to- 

Jerated importation, if you please; and, in- 

deed, without much imporiation from /i- 

ca; but, not so from St. Domingo, whence 

there were imported into the United States, 

about 70,000 slaves, between the years 

when the two Censuses were taken. That 

many of these had returned to St. Domingo, 

or had gone to the other West India islands, 

previous to the taking of the latter Census 

istrue; but, that 30 or 40 thousand re- 
mained is ceriain; and, that they must 

have assisted in adding to the slave popula- 

tion of 1800 in a degree beyond the num- 
ber of those who were remaining of the 
slaves actually imported, no one can, [ 
think, entertain a doubt. If, then, we al- 

low the slave population of America, of 
1800, to have received an increase of 
50,000 from the importation from St. Do- 
mingo, it will follow, that the increase of 
the American slaves, in the space of ten 
years, had been only 129,093, upon a for- 
mer population of 697,607; which isan in- 

crease of little more than oxe third in 20 
years, instead of that doudiing, of which Mr. 

Wilberforce is reported to have spoken,.— 
Having fallen into this account of the Ame- 
rican slaves, I cannot refrain from observ- 
ing, that General Washington, a person 
usually regarded as a very sincere friend to 
liberty, did, nevertheless, keep his three 
hundred blacks and mulattoes ina state of 
slavery to the day of his death; and, that, 
even 1n his will, he made no provision for 
their being freed, till the death of his wife, 
an act, towards her, it has been thought, of 
no very great kindness, to say nothing about 
the delicacy of it. She, however, appears 
to have seen the matter in its true light, 
and, as was reported, in the American pa- 
pers, lost no time in getting rid of the Utle 
of slave-holder, so affectionately bequeath- 
Returning to the argument 
of Mr. Wilberforce, or more properly speak- 
ing, perhaps, the argument which the re- 
porters of debates have ascribed to him, I 
cannot allow, that it ought to have had 
much weight, had the fact, on which it was 
founded, been true. It was assumed, that 
the climate of the American States, is less 
tavourable to the increase of the negro po- 
pulation than the climate of the West Indies 
is. But, that this was a mere assumption 
will not, I think be denied by any one who 
is at all acquainted with the nature of the 
two climates; and, who happens to know, 
as I do, that the negroes tven in several 
parts tothe north of Bostor ,bave inci eased, 
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and do increase, faster than in any of the | 


more southern latitudes. But, it ts to be 
presumed, that, if Mr. Wilberforce had not 
spoken last in the debate, some one would 
have pointed out the wide diflerence be- 
tween the West Indies and the American 
States in the means of affording subsistence ; 
for, there are, I imagine, few persons who 
will deny, that, at last, subsistence ts the 
cause, and that its relative abundance is, 


therefore, the measure, of the increase of 


population. The lands tn the West Judes 
are emploved, not in the producing -of all 
the subsisier ce they are ¢ apable ( f pro- 
ducing; but, in the producing of commo- 
dities, profitable ro the mother country, and 
expended out of the tslands. ‘The lands in 
America, for the far greale r part, are em- 
ployed in the producing of bread corn. The 
contrast is, indeed, clearly shown tn the 
short slatement of a simple and undeniahie 
fact; to wit; that the West Indians are 
supplied with a great part of their food out 
of thes uperabundance of the United States. 
In this ciurcumstafice the reflecting mind 
clearly discovers the true and only cause of 
the difference in the state of the negro po- 
pulation in the West Indies and that of the 
negro population in the United States. 
Veryfallacious, therefore, is that argument, 
the conclusion of which is, that, because 
the negroes in the Wet Indies do not keep 
up their population without importation, 
while the negroes of the United States do, 
those of the West Indies ate worse treated 
than those of the United States. It ts not 
thai the negroes in the West Indies have not 
eough to cat; but, itis that there is no 
100d to bestow in that way which tends to 
increase population. The negroes in the 
West Indies, like the soldiers in a camp, 
are compelled to live, in a greater or less 
d gree, in a state of celibacy. Their state 
of life is not favourable to Me procreation 
of children; and, to keep up their numbers, 
recruits must be brought amongst them; 
but, does it thence follow, that they are 1) 
treated? That they are miscrable? That 
they are deprived of all the comforts of 
}ife? that to pace them and keen them in 
euch a state rs, in the language of the pro- 
po ed bill, “ contrary to the principles 
“§ of justice and hemanity?” | Delore ap- 
éaled to the iustance of great cities, parn- 
cularly London; and, if the slave wade 


ought to be abolished, because it preduces, 
in itself considered, a wate of lives; that 
is th tay, becuse the deaths, amonyst the 
slaves, «Xceed tie birtis; if for this rea- 
sou, the slave trade ought to bé abdlished, 
Why tds not sme aboliuohet atsert, that 

















London ought to be destroyed, or, at leas: 
to be reduced toa size that would render ;; 
as wholesome as a sma}! town? Why ar 
not many trades abolished? For many are 
tobe pointed out, in which the births do no: 
half equal the deaths. How many facto. 
ries and settlements have we formed, with 
the full expectation of being oblived to keen 
up the numbers of their inhabitants by qi. 
grations from home? Nay, do we not, | 
would ask Mr. Wilberforce, persevere jy 
supporting, in this manner, the white po. 
pulation of the terrestrial paradise, coy. 
monly called the “ British Folly,” at Sierra 
Leone, which to maintain, about 16,009 
pounds a year are extracted from the labo 
of the people of this country ? Why, then, is 
the mere circumstance of a decreasing Dos 
pulation amongst the West India negroes 
to be urged as a proof that they are jli- 


treated, and that farther imporitations of 


them ought to cease ?———-—Having, as | 
think, shown, that the premises of the argu- 
ment ascribed to Mr. Wilberforce are pot 
founded in truth, and, that, if they were, 
they would warrant the conclusion that was 
drawn from them, I should, for the present, 
dismiss the subject, did it not appear pro- 
per, and even necessary, to take some no- 
tice ofa passage, relative thereto, in a late 
nymber of the Edinburgh Review. At the 
close of their review of -a pamphlet, enti- 
tled, “4 Defence of the Slave Trade,” the 
Reviewers say; “ we cannot but hope, 
‘** that this is the /ast expiring effort of a 
* opposition, which has too oug success 
‘* fully opposed the termination of a traffic, 
* the continuance of which is the foulest 
“ blot that has ever stained the character 
“and conscience of a Christian natior.” 
These gentlemen will new find, that they 
were deceived ; and, if the disappomtmert 
should have the effect of checking a litt! 
the boldness of their speculations, particu 
larly upon matters connected with politics, 
there can be scareely any doubt of us 
proving greatly advantageous to the repi- 
tation of their very able, and, in many re- 
speets, excelent work. But, the passage, 
on which f more immediately had fixed wy 
eye, was the following, relative to the con- 
duct of the House of Lords, in postponing, 
for the six months, the second reading of the 
bill sent to their Lordships from the Com- 
mons, on the 27th of June. last.“ As to 
* the House of Lords, how far their being 
‘ le-s under popular influence, and the 


_— 


* being of a more aristocratical spirit than 
« the House of Commons, circumstances 
“ 


which, generally speaking, are produc: 
** tive oF practical benefit in a constiiution- 
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« 4! view, are likewise bereficral in the 
{ instance, is 2 point on which we 
« will deliver 20 opinion. Happily, such 
questions as that of the abolition of the 
«slave trade rarely occur. Legislatures 
“ are not constructed with a view to their 
determination ; and, if the peculiar con- 
stitutin and temfer of the House of Lords 
« should operate unfavourably on this great 
& quesuon, however we might regret the 
« circumstance, we should be very s/ow in 
« drawing any inferences concerning the 
« general utilily of that body.”—Wonder- 
(if rbearance! They shall be slow (and 
's they say while the bill is before the 
ds) in declaring the House of Lords 
ite useless, even though it should not pass 
Mr. Wilberforce’s bill! But, why should we 
be surprized ? Is not this the spirit, the in- 
tolerant spwit, by which the most busy of 
the abolitionists have been actuated, and 
which has been apparent in all their con- 
duct, from the time the question of aboli- 
tion was first agitated to the present hour? 
They always assume, as a truth universa!ly 
aimitted, that their opponepts ate mén ac- 
tuated by the most selfish motives; men 
destitute of every feeling of humanity and 
of every sentiment of religion, deaf to all the 
sdwmovitions of conscience, and, in short, 
animated by asoul, which they have sold to 
the devil. Such seems to'be the opinion of 
a person, Who has lately written to me, 
through the hands of a common friend ; 


e onreseci 
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but, without giving me permission to publish 


his letter. This gentleman bids me bow 
down before the disinterested perseverance 
of Mr. Wilberforce. I do not know that 
Mr. Wilberforce is not disinterested ; nor 
dol think it very difficult for apy man to 
nike a great display of disinterestedness 
w.tha fortune of twenty of thirty thousand 
ayear. But, as to the question of the slave 
trade, I will venture to-assert,- that neither 
Mr. Wilberforce nor his officious supporter 
can produce a single shadow. of proot, to 
justify the insinuation, that J am not disin- 
terested. I have no private interest what- 
‘verto answer by the continuation of the 
Save trade ; I am neither related to nor con- 
nected with, either directly or indirectly, 
om having a private interest io that 
sidenee he though, since I have duly con- 
lode : question, I have always been an 
eal efor the continuation of the slave 
ade, Inever have, till very lately, been 
fodin a acquainted with any one West- 
oa P ante or merchant. The conduct, 
bps. I have, in this respect, pursued, has 
Procteded from a sincere conviction, that 

sum of humaa misery is rather lessened 
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than augmented by the slave trade; and, 
that the abolition of that trede woald prove 
greatly injurious to my country.  Insinuae 
tions, like that above alluded to, I, there: 
fore, déspise; and, the inthetion of that 
elernal wrath, with which the modest in- 
sinuator is pleased to menace me, | am 
happy to reflect 1s lodged ia other hands 
than his. This gentleman says, that, aftee 
the most mature consideration, he is con- 
vinced of the iniquity of the stave trade, and 
that it ought to be abolished. He talks in- 
cessantly of his conscience, and, vows th if, 
so help him God,” such and such are his 
opinions. And, does he think, that nohodg 
has a conscience as well as he? And; whut 
opinion, or expression of mine either public 
or private, could have emboldensd him to 
call the army “ the God of my adoration?” 
But, as was before observed, this is their 
constant practice. ‘This is the way, in 
which they have invariably treated their op- 
ponents. The publications, which they 
hive made against the planters of Jamaica, 
would have cost them their ears, cropped off 
a hair's breadth at a time, if made against any 
other class of their tellow suljecis. Upoa 
the score of disinterestedness I will, at any 
lime, venture on a comparison, with this 
gentieman, be he who he may, oF wi h his 
friend, Mr. Wilberforce. [ have zo ourpose 
in view but the good of my country. [| 
have nobody to please ; noledy to humour, 
Tam under no promises; my hands are as 
clean as Mr. Wilberforce’s; I never touched 
the public money myse!f nor did [ ever 
enable, or endeavour to enable, or wish to 
enable, any other person to touch it, or to 
keep it; Lam under no iaflucsce but that 
of my own mind; | hunt efter neither pelf 
nor praise ; 1 wish to see my vame inscribed 
neither in the Court Calendar nor ia the 
Calendar of canting Saints. Wien this ve- 
hement monitor of mine shall find that 
time, for which he seems to wish, 
for the purpose of entering at large upoa 
the subject of the slave trade, [ would re- 
commend him io begin bis labvur (and no 
trifling labour-if will prove) by answering 
a pamphlet, published in 1799, entitled, 
« Doubts on the Abolition of the Slavé 
« Trade, by an old member of par iament,” 
which never has yet been answ ered, 
except by frothy declamatim ant violent 
abuse. Upon this pampilet the Edinburgh 
reviewers observe, that il is the best they 
have ever read in defence of the slave 
trade. They do not attempt to answer tt; 
but, with that sort of candour, which has 
always marked the conduct of the wfilers 


_6n their side of the question, they insinuate 
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that the author has assumed a falce cha- 
racter, and that he is a 14 writer by 
trade » which insinuation I assert to be ut- 
terly yroundiless, ‘T! assumed 
was atrue one; the 
an English gentleman perfectly indepen- 
dent, entirely unconnected with the slave 
trade, with the Wesi-India colonies, with 
trade of all sorts, and, the pamphlet was 
the result of the reading and inquiries of 
a whole year of his ile, sect apart to those 
purpos +s, | may, perhaps, shortly be at 
Jiberty to mention his name to the public ; 
but, in the mean-time, | cannot help ex 

pressing a hope, that, through some means 
or dither, a and cheap edition of his 
valuable work will find its way into ex- 
tensive circulation. —-— Havirg already 
trespassed upon the patience of the reader 
beyond the hope of forgiveness, I will 
trespass a ligse further, in order to request 
him to bear in mind, what is the descrip- 
tion of persons, what is the sect, or rather, 
what are the secis, by whom the nation are 
led im their outcry against the slave trade 
and the West-India planters: the Quakers 
and the Aletbedists: these are the godly 
crews, on whose sleeves the people, in 
this case, have pinned their faith and their 
consciences. Observe, too, that itis onl; 
the modern Quakers, who have been moved 
by the spirit of negro-loving. Their an- 
cestors both bought and sold negroes in 
Pennsylvania; and, yet they are so in- 
consistent as to revere the memory, and to 
applaud (most justly) the statutes of the 
founder of that once happy province ; yea, 
a thousand thousand times more happy and 
more virtuous than it now is, under the 
sway of those who have abolished negro- 
slavery, and who, for the far greater part, 
have exchanged the real piety of their 
forefathers for a despicable cant. The 
crack-brained Benezet, and Warner Miff. 
lin, surnamed, in his country, Tas Hy- 
rocrite, by way of eminence, weré the 
beginners of this series of disputes. Their 
successors amongst us are well known ; and 
yet, apon the subject of the slave trade, 
we have the mortification to see no small 
portion of the people following the heels 
of the two sects above-mentioned, one of 
which makes it an article of its creed to 
resist the lawful demands, the just, the 
immemorial rights, of the Church; while 
the other is incessantly reviling her clergy 
and dishonouring her service. And, shall 
I, and all those who entertain the same 
sentiments, because we will not fal! into 
the ranks; because we will not swell the 


motley cayaleade, of which the chiefs off 


> characlei 
7 Pie id i 
autoor was, aha 1S, 


new 


POLITICAL REGISTER.—Trinidad. 





—_— - 


nn 











these new-fangled mongrel sects are at the 
head, be stigmatized as reprobales ; a; 
men void of all religion, morality, and 
feeling? Shall we silently submit, to be 
told that we are not Christians, and to be 
threatened with perdition, because we j¢. 
juse to become followers of Benezet ang 
Warner Miffiin? Barefaced abuse one 
might meet with a smile; but, the coo! 
impudence, with which these pretenders to 
exclusive piety prelace thew arguments 
with the axion ‘ that all those are daninied 
who do not subscribe to their opinions ; t]i's 
it is that calls forth indignation, and, where 
it is possible, punishment. To themselves 
alone itis, that the leaders of the abolition. 
ists have to ascribe the imputations of cant 
and hypocrisy. They have constantly been 
the aggressors, They began with their in- 
flammatory charges of impiety and cruelty; 
and aggression, except amongst souls too 
base to feel, never fails to be met with an 
attempt, at least, at punishment. Se/jis)- 
ness has been the standing charge. Just as 
if it were a proof of selfishness for men to 
endeavour to preserve their property and de- 
fend their character! What a shameful 
perversion of the meaning of words! What 
an outrageous assault on the common sense 
of mankind! Here I put an end to 
these remarks, with the expression of a 
hope, that, now that the House of Commons 
have stopped the progress of the abolition 
bill, that the Edinburgh. Reviewers will 
coolly revise their opinions, and, in future, 
check any disposition they may entertain ‘0 
question the general utility of the othe 
branch of the legislature. Ido hope, that, 
while these gentlemen scruple not to 2p- 
plaud the system of government, by whica 
the parish paupers in England have bees 
swelled in number to more than a milo; 
while, without a murmur, they behold the 
parish officers of Wales disposing of ‘he 
rates in shipping off their poor to slavery 14 
America; while they pass in silence over 
all the imprisonments, the beatings, '° 
whippings, the tortures, the hangings, te 
mock-legal murders, that are inflicted on 
the white slaves in certain parts of Europe 
yes, Ido hope, that, while the Edinburss 
Reviewers can see all this with such pertecs 
sang froid, they will, though the slave trace. 
should not be abolished, be very “ 5/0“ 
indeed in throwing out hints for abolishing 
ihe parliament ! OP ne 
Trintpap.——A_ proposition is, i 
said, to be submitted to parliament for pr’ 
venting any further importation of slavcs 
into the island of Trinidad, a proposition, * 
which, I think, every one must readily “P° 
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This is a question not at all con- 
vected with that of the slave trade gene- 
7 ly; and still less with the question of the 
save trade now carried on to oar old colo- 
nies. [It isa question, wheiuer it be, or be 
pot, good policy to prevent the further 
spreading of British capi‘al over colonies in 
the West-Indies; and, the opinion enter- 
tained by the best informed men, is, that 
oar old colonies, well kept up, are quite svf- 
Indeed, it seems like down- 
rizht madness to begin settling another 
large island in the -West-Indies, while we 
are driven to such miserable and disgraceful 
expedients as we now are to furnish a force, 
sufiicient merely to preserve tranquillity, in 
the islands which we already have. 
the Dutch colenies 
nough, though of very little importance as 
tothe great object of the war. 

ircely evacuated those colonies: 
lonists were British in heart, and not a few 
of them by birth: the capital was almost 
sively British: were it only for the 
sake of affording these persons an oppor- 
tunity of sending home their property, or of 
disposing of it apon better terms at another 
peace, it was right to take possession of the 
But, as to Trinidad, it is, 
as yet, Before it can posi- 
bly defray its own internal expenses, it will 
have cost us half a million, to be extracted 
und, what js of still 
ore importance, it will have cost the lives 
of several thousands of British soldiers and 
sailors, employed for its proicction, internal 
For these reasons, it is to be 
| oped, that the ahove-mentioned proposi- 
tion will be carried. Trinidad is pertectly 
useless to this kingdom; a dead charge ; 
ond, therefore, ought, as soon as possible, to 
be got ridof, The possession of it conduces 
» Inthe smallest degree, to the safety of 
( Its ports never were of 
fede an to our enemies ; and, the 
vull'is, that it was obtained at the peace, 
inerely jor the purpose of making a show ; 
y that the ministers might have some- 
people that they had gained 
something to keepin countenance, 
ve g his head, that jefty- 
minister, who had so often and so 
Pompously promised them 
ast and security for the future.” . 
s useful purpose, the 
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much. Atany rate, it would be unwise to 
suffer, and evea encourage, British capital 
to be expended upon it; and, to prevent 
such expenditure, the parliament has only 
to pass (as L trust they will pass) a law to 
prevent the further importation of slaves 
into it. ; 

Anticua.——From the proclamation 
of the governor of this island, which procla- 
mation will be found in a preceding page 
of the present sheet, it appears, that the in- 
tercourse between Antizua and the United 
States of America is nof menaced with that 
interruption, the consequences of which, 
were, when the last advices came away, 
hanging over the head of Jamaica. It seems 
strange, however, that Mr. Nugent, the 
Lieutenant Governor of Jamaica, should 
have received orders from Lord Camden, 
different from those sent out by his Lord. 
ship to the Governor of Antigva.——Be this 
as it may, the public will be very glad to 
hear, that, if the ministers have not dis- 
avowed the measure adopted by Governor 
Nugent, they do not intend to persevere in 
it; and that orders are, by this me, pro- 
bably, goneout for the rescinding of the re- 
solution of council issued in Jamaica on the 
2ist of November last; tor which see the 
present Volume, p. 208. But, the minis- 
ters and the persons they employ should re- 
collect, that the giving of a plaister does 
not make compensation for a broken head. 
It is true, that the counter order will reach 
Jamaica before the expiration of the time 
mentioned in ihe resolution of council ; but, 
when wil! the intelligence of this counter- 
order reach the United States of America? 
For, observe, that, officially, it cannot reach 
America except through Jamaica, A noti- 
fication may, indeed, be made through the 
American papers much sooner; but, even 
that can scarcely be done betore the middle 
of April, leaving but a very short space of 
time for the purpose of counteracting the 
effects of the resolution of council. So that, 
as the least probable evil arising from this 
precipitate measure, we may be sure that 
provisions will be, for a time, less abun- 
dantly furnished to Jamaica trom the United 
States ; that they will, of course, be dearer 
than they would have been; that this will 
add to the expenses of some planters, and 
will decrease the subsistence for the slaves 
of others. 

Nava Inauiry.——The reader will 
remember, that a board of Commissioners, 
at the head of which was Admiral Sir 
Charles Pole, was established, by act of 
Parliament, in December, 1802, for the 


purpose of inquiry into the abuses in the 
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several departments of the navy, and of | 


reporting to parliament the result. of such 
thew inquiries. ‘That this board has made 
nine different reports, the public have al- 
ready beet informed in the account of the 
proceedings in paritament. These reports 


al! exhibit ample proofs of the necessity of 


such an inquiry; they discover most shame- 
ful scenes of peculation; and, the teath is 
not expected to be less interesting in this 
way than the former ones. Much of the 
business of this board remains to be done; 
and, therefore, as the commission, if not 
renewed, wil, of itself, expire at the end 
of the present session of parliament, a mo- 
tion was, on the ist instant made, in the 
House of Commons, by Mr. Giles, for leave 
to bring in a bill to continue, beyond the 
duration of the present session of parlia- 
ment, the act appointing Commissioners for 
Naval Inquiry. This motion was eresisted 
by Mr. Pitt, who thereupon moved the or- 


der of the day ; and, upon a division of the’ 


flouse, the motion of Mr. Giles was lo-t, 
there being, for the motion 75, and against 
it, g2, leaving a majority in favour of the 
ministry of 17.——Mr. Pitt sad, that he 
by no means meant to propose to the House, 
not to continue the act, if its continuation 
Should be necessary; but, that he did not 
think it necessary to vote its continuance 
before any occasion for that measure should 
appear. He did not hesitate to say, that 
the reports of the commissionefs had been 
attended with much benefit, neither had he 
any difficulty in declaring, that, if there was 
not suthcient time before the close of the 
session fo terminate the investigation re- 
ferred to them, their powers should be fur- 
ther continued. But it did not now appear 
that the remainger of the session would sor 
efford sufficient time. Qn the review taken 
by the hon. and learned gentleman himself 
of the subjects proposed for inquiry, only 
one of zny great importance remained un- 
investigated, that was the victualling de- 
partment; the transport department and 
the others were of inferior importance. He 
saw no reasen, hewerer, to suppose that 
the commissioners might not be prepared to 
make their report of the Victualling Ofiice 
now, bor that they hed not at intervals 
turned their attention to the other temain- 
ang subjects of inquiry, on which no report 
had yet been made, in such a manner as to 
Jeave little to be done to make np what they 
would submit to the House respecting 
them. He thought it right, therctore, to 
wait till a more advanced period’o! the ses- 
sion, dnd then a should be necessary, he 
should have no objection to the cuntinuance. 
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The Addington's 





port their owh measure, Mr. Bragg, oe 0 
though he seemed not very well please: ;, frst t 
be compeled to speak, declared that | was] 
vole for the previous question woud part 
grounded upon bis firm reliance wpoy yn Gry 

premiusé of -Mr. Pitt, that, fall the objec. paystit 
of inquiry bad not been gone throug), x his | 


the end of the session, the commis 
























shoud be contmued, tll they were; nul 
gone through. Mr. Canning, the success; porat 
of Mr. Tierney, in the Treasurership of \j venie 
Navy (once held by Mr. Dundas); My. be n 
Canning reserved to himself some oti; u 
| grodnds ef objection. First, i was y grout 
| him a question, whether it would be neces. move 
| sary to renew the bill at: all. Second), til a 
whether, # renewed, the powers of the co being 
missioners ought to be so gread as they nv 5001 
| are. And, thirdly, whether, in a WW a t, MISA 
| the maguirnes of the commissioners ought \ the f 
| be continued during war.——As to te et- maki 
| tent of the power: o! the commissioners, that and, 
| appears to have been quite sufficient!y cir. Parl 
| cumscribed, for every good purpose, by | messé 
| alterations, which were introduced inio te in ab 
| bill by the Lord Chancellor, who, being, « this n 
| all the world must, by thts time, have heard, In tl 
| a perso uncoinmonly conscientious, would Capt 
| certainly have leit nothing in the bil uke the b 
| to produce an assa ult upon the consciences Crake 
| of other men, The extent of the commi- late n 
| stoners’ powers having, therefore, wader of wi 
gone such an examination, previous to heir inat 
being granted by parliament, it is ratuer arise 
surprising that we should hear doubis stai'- Non | 
ed as to the propriety of renewing then 0 it hac 
the same extent. The noble lord, beivie- tne 
mentioned, took great and laudable pam Chane 
(as was noticed at the time, in this wor) ol ta 
to provide a shield against the committing cessa: 
of wrong, against the forcing of a man meine 
say what would criminate bimself; 40° “N 
what more is wanted? I think I have reat the c 
a poetical moralist, who treats with the v Carhi 
most ridicule and contempt that candov' : de 
which shows itselié in tenderness towald _ 
* poor saffering Gait.” b tne 
“ Barras loves plunder ; Mulin takes a bride, Neen 
“« What then? shall candour these good men a 
proscribe ? - the 
“ No! ere we join the loud-accusing thront, | Dis 
“ Prove,—not the facts,—but, that they tang One, 
them wrong. Diste; 
I do not approve of this “ New Me 1 th 
“ naxity,” whether inculcated in ver Be 
ot in prose, and can by no means ag" Ot 
that the mere names or nation of the gu Pb 
make any difference at all as to »» MD 
ought to be the decision of mankind »p” be 
| their actions.—-—W ith respect to the p* ya 
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nriety of continuing the inquirtes of the 
impucsioners dwing war, doubis were at 
cect expressed upon that poiat. - The bill 
a declaration, on the 
wort of the then ministry, that Lord 
toner had always had the intenion of 
caunne such a commission; byt tha 


en's 


as imroduced with 
h 
his lo iship very pre dently determined to 

pane M, till a tume ol peace, let the 
nublic service shoud experience a tem- 
; ary iuterruption, Or, at lea {, INCcon- 
venience, from the inquiries that it would 
be necessary to make, and from the mea- 
sures consequent thereon. Upon the 
croand of (his declaration Lord Folkestone, 
noved to postpone the passing of the bill, 
iii after the Christmas recess (of 1802), 
being of opinion, that the House would 
son be convinced, that, Belore the com- 
missioners could scarcely be assembled, 
tie nation would be called ypon to begin 
making extensive preparations for war ; 
and, every one must recollect, that the 
Parliament actually received the hing’s 
message for the calling out ef ihe militia 
in about eleven weeks from the time, that 
this motion of Lord Folkestone’s was made. 
In the debate upon Mr. Giles’s motion, 
Captain Markham, the person by whon 
the bili was brought in, unequivocally de- 
clared, that at mever was the wish of the 
late ministry to establish the board in time 
oi war; but, he observed, and very truly, 
that all the inconvenience which could 
arise to the public service from the opera- 
tion of the commission was now knewn ; 
ithad already arisen, and, that, therefore, 
lac service would now go en without any 
ciance Of impediment from the inquiries 
of the ~Commissioners. Here it is ne- 
Cessary to recur, for a moment, to the 
nemorable Addingtonian pamphlet, by the 
- Near Opserver,” who, in describing 
the conduct of Lords Spencer, Greiwviile, and 
Carlisle, says: * Every species of despon- 

dency Was again carefully spread amongst 
. the people. Phefinancesweredecried, and 
b the statements of the Chancellor of the 
‘ Lxchequer disputed.” [They have since 
deen proved to have been false.) “ Even 
* theresources of the country were a(tacked.” 
(This is always the accusation against every 
— who exposes the falsehood of a mi- 
mi ‘ statements.) ‘ The conduct - of 
« ite Fabry rnen was arraigned ia all 
«of Bes intercourse, and, the orimes 

mic ies Preposterously transfer- 
Ce ko Mr Addington, The Admiralty 
,, “#fteviled and calumniated, and: those 
, 23 and salptary, reforms in the dock- 

yards, which will carry down. the 
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* victorious name of St, Vincent to pose 
** terity, with every character of publi¢ 
“‘ virtue and devotion, were representad 
* as crue! persecutions. The iosurrection of 
* jobbers ia the dock-yards was abetted and 
“ defended, aud the rebellion of boards and 
** departments encouraged and promoted.” 
Now, who weuld not imagine, that the 
three noblemen last named, were at the 
head of these caluimnuators of the admiralty ? 
Who, (that knew nothing of them nor of 
this writer) would nat naturally suppose, 
that they took the lead in these troops of 
abetters and defenders of the jobbers and 
peculaters in the deck-yards ? The trath ia, 
however, that, not one syllable did either of 
theaa ever utier, at Jeast in parliament, 
against the establishing of that commission, 
for which Lord St. Vincent was so much, 
and, I allow it, so justly extolled ; aad, ex- 
cept from persons now acting with the Ad- 
dingtons, now closely leagued with them in 
power aud emoelument ; except from persons 
of this description, no opposition to the 
commission of inquiry was made, upon any 


other ground than that of time ; the ground ° 


upon which solely alone Lord Folkestone's 
motion was founded, and which ground. bas 


now, even by the framers and supporters of , 


the bill, been acknowledged to have been 
good ground. But, the most important 
point yet remains to be touched; which is, 
that we now find the Addingtons joining 
Mr. Canning and the other partisans of Lord 
Melville and Mr. Pitt in voting against the 
motion of Mr. Giles! It would be curious 
to hear what the Near Osssrvear could 
say to this! Mr. Pitt and Lord Melville and 
Mr. Canning be would, perhaps, care little 
about; but, surely, he would spill a little 
ink for the purpose of endeavouring to de- 
fend the consistency of the Addingtons ! 
Tax ow Sart.——The bill imposing an 
additional duty upon salt was, on the 4th 
instant opposed, in the House of Commons, 
upon a motion of Lord William Russell, 
who, as an amendment to the «motion, of 
Mr. Pitt, that the bill be now read a second 
time, moved, that the bill be read a second 
time this day six monihs. The House hay- 
ing divided upon his lordship’s motion, there 
appeared for it 60, against it QQ, leawing-a 
inajority of 32 in favour of the ministry and 
of the tax.—-~—His lerdship seid, that this 
tax wovld materially affect the labonring 
classes of the community, the protection of 
whom he was sorry to say, the right hop. 


| genrieman seemed to have abandoned; that 
} be had been in hopes tigt tbs report of the 
| committee on this «oby-et would have suf- 
| ficiently shewn the incoayenienec apd 9p- 
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pression of the tax ; that he now hoped that 
those who urged the institution of that com- 
mittee, and who had approved of their re- 
solutions, would come forward, and he 
trusted that as they had recommended the 
repeal of the original duty, and the conse- 
quent removal of all impediments to the 
free circulation of salt, they could not with 
any pteiensions to consistency agree to lay 
additional imposts on that article, which 
would still more impede its circulation ; 
that the immediate effect of this bill would 
be to raise the assize of bread ; and thar the 

rice of all Kinds of butchers’ meat would 
necessarily be increased, and salt fish, which 
was the chief diet of many of the poor, 
would likewise become more expensive. 
-——Mr. Pitt said, that the committee, in 
the report which they gave in some years 
ago, and which had been alluded to by the 
noble Jord, proceeded on the ground of 
rendering salt applicable to many general 


purposes, among which was even that of 


manure; it was certainly their object to give 
facility to the circulation of that article, but 
the chief hindrance toa free circulation was 
the regulation which the duty necessarily 
demanded, and these regulations would 
equally affect the circulation, whether the 
duty amounted to five, ten, or fifteen shil- 
lings a bushel, so that the noble lord ought 
not to be satisfied with advising a rejection 
of a revenue of 500,000). which the proposed 
additional doty would produce, but should 
proceed to advise the taking off the duty 
now existing, which produced a revenue 
amounting todouble that sum; that it was 
singalar that the noble lord should call on 
those persons, who, when the country was 
at peace, approved the report of the com- 
mittee, and yet did not venture to institute 
any measure upon it, to come forward, and, 
in the midst of war, declare their opinion 
on the present bill; that the report had slept 
for three years, and the consideration of it 
was now urged, at a time, than which, none 
could be more unfit; that it was a most 
onpleasant thing for him to be under the 
necessity of imposing taxes, which, in any 
degree, affected the lower classes, but de dad 
@ sacred duty to perform; that we were en- 

in a contest for the defence both of 
rich and of poor; that supplies must be 
feund, and no mode of raising them seemed 
to him s0 little liable to objection as the 

t; that on the day when he first in- 
troduced this and his other measures of fi- 
mance, it was objected by an hon. gentle- 
man, that they did not fall sufficiently on 
articles of consumption ; that tlie noble lord 


‘had not been just in saying, that governs 
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ment had abandoned the interests of +, 
lower classes; that he ongkt to look at th. 
taxes from the year 1793 to the presen; 
time, and he would find that the poor },4 
been in every instance exonerated at :\, 
expense of their superiors; the Income Ty. wy 
the wine duty, the duty on foreign spin, let} 
and a variety of others, sufficiently prov. acai 
this; that the sum estimated as likely to}. i 

raised from thisadditional duty on salt, wy; . 
500,000]. at gs. per bushel, and theretor that tl 
proceeded on a calculation of two millions one as 
of bushels being consumed; that there onsut 
were eleven millions of consumers, and jt sso f 
must be obvious tothe House, how much é 
greater a proportion of this tax would {al 
on the higher classes than on the lower; 
that, on a fair calculation, the consumption 
of a cottage containing a family of five per. 
sons, would be considerably short of a bushel 
in the year, making an annual duty of oily 
three or four shillings, and this it should be 
recollected, collected gradually from week 
to week, sv that its influence would scarce. 
ly be felt; that taxes on consumption to be 
productive, must be laid on articles of ge- 
neral consumption ; that as to the appre- 
hended increase in the assize of bread, it 
never varied, unless a fluctuation of at leat 
1s. 8d. took place on each sack of flour, and 
the quantity of salt used in this case was s0 
small, it was such a trifling fraction, that it 
could not possibly affect the price; be 
hoped, therefore, however specious the ar- 
guments used by the opponents of the mea- 
sure, however they might affect to be the 
advocates aid protectors of the poor, that 
the House would see through the fallacy «! 
their objections ; and that, in the suppot 
of a cause, in which the higher and the 
lower classes were equally concerned, they 
would not hesitate to afford to his Majestys 
government those means which were proved 
by them to be the /east objectionable. — He 
did not say, nor did he affect to say, that 
the tax was not objectionable. He has % 
scruple to propose, and to carry, an ob- 
jectionable tax. It is quite sufficient for 
him, while his opponents refrain from 
making war upon his whole system, to hav 
to say, that nobody can propose taxes 
objectionable than those which he propos 
“ Tt is an unpleasant thing to me,” says )* 
“ to impose taxes, which, in any deg'eS 
“ affect the lower classes; but, / dav‘ 4 
** sacred duty to perform; supplies mus! Mv 
© found ;” or, what? Why the interest ol 
the national debt cannot be paid ; the co™ 
missioners of the sinking fund cannot 5° 
twice a week into the stock market; ® 

the paper system must be destroyed! A!* 
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there's the rab! That argument is, with all 
| who hold that that system onght to 
absolutely unanswerable. 


Lose 
be su norted, 


Merely as a question of choice of taxes; 1f 


that is all the House of Commons has, at 
just, the inclination, or the power, to. set- 
their functions lie in a very natrow 


le, . - 
compass; and, in that view of the matter, 
tay. for the reasons that were ‘stated in 


| alli, 


age 299 of the present volume, convinced, 
that the tax on salt is as unobjectionable an 
as can now be found out.. Taxes on 
consumption are best, because the burden 
js so fairly distributed; and, the best arti- 
are those. which are in the most 
general use, and come nearest to the abso- 
ute necessaries of life; because no tax 
upon such articles can poisibly diminish 
- general consumption. The tax on 
drought horses 1s better than the tax upon 


pleasure horses, because its weight, pres- 


one 


g more immediately upon articles of 
gencral consumption, is more rapid in its 
course into general diffusion ; and, for that 
recson, produces none of those sudden 
changes of property, none of those new 
stic arrangements, none of those 
.sturbances in the affairs of masters and 
vant; none of those partial vexations, 
uvemences, and losses, which must 
vilably be produced, in a greater or less 
egree, by the tax upon pleasure horses. 
id, as to the relative weight upon the 
poor, in order to be satisfied, that a tax 
upon the necessaries of life has in it no 
harcship peculiar to them, we have only 
tokeepin ming, this great and immutable 
principle, that on lahoxr, and on Jebour 
cone, all taxes, of whatever description, 
mast finally fall; because, there is no 
Pecies Of property, which does not, and 
wich must not, proceed from Jlabour.—— 
(a stating the grounds of my opinion thus 
coundently, I bég leave to be understood, 
a having omitted the qualifying phrases, 
. nich it would have become me to use, mere- 
ee the sake of avoiding the encumbrance, 
Which would therefrom have arisen to the 
“atement. If any one, who may think 
me in error, swill take the trouble to put 
Mh I shall gladly receive, and give 
ser Ba nis communication.——But, this 
Le rhe is built upon a principle 
Fit ite caeaene from that, on which Mr. 
-% ra pulse! to defend the salt-duty. 
own "idea his opponents upon their 
ground. He acknowledged that it 


. 
- 


was , 

sae upon the poor ; or, rather he 

~ pe edged, that there were two sorts 
‘Nes, one that weighed upon the poor, 


and 


10 One that welghed upon the rich: . And, 


c 
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it grieved him, he said, when ver he w 

compelled to resort to (axes of the former 
description ! Bat, said he, in order to be 
convinced, that my taxes have not, for 
the far greater part, been such ; in order 
to be convinced, that, ever since the year 
1793, ** the poor have been exonerated at 
the expense of the rich,”’ look at the tax on 


Income, on Wine, on Carriages, &c. &c. ! 


Just as if all these taxes did not finally fall 
upon the pooras well as upon the rich! Upon 
such occasions, it is truly surprizing, that 
he is never reminded by any one, that, 
during the operation of this system of 
exonerating the poor at the expense of the 
rich, the number of paupers in the king- 
dom has nearly doubled; very nearly 
doubled since the year 1786. If such be 
theeffect of eronerating the poor, it would 
be adviseable to try, for a while, the 
effect of exonerating the rich.——There 
is another view of this subject which 
must not be omitted. The imuidisterial 
writers, impatient under the effect, which 
they, or rather their employers, perceive the 
divisions upon the salt-tax bill to have pro- 
duced, are endeavouring to represent its 
opponents as men, whoare perlecty indif- 
ferent to the safety of the country, and who 
would, indeed, rejoice at seeing it cone 
quered. The Sun, of the sth instant, has 
the following paragraph upon the subject: 
‘* We are surprised to find oppesition 
- hazarding their political credit by atlempt- 
‘© ing to excite a general prejudice against 
“ the proposed addition to the tax upon 
« salt, The argument they use upon this 
“ subject, if argument it can be called, ts, 
« that the taxes will chiefly fall upon the 
* noor.—This is, in fact, a mere asseruion, 
“ for it is a tax very lig!t in itsell, and one 
“ that will have an operation upon the 
‘© whole of the community. It will full 
heavy upon none, and in a very short 
“ time it will hardly be felt at all. But, rt 
“¢ is evident, by the clamour which the op- 
“ ponents of government make -on this 
“ point, that they have no substantial plea 
« to urge against any of the general mea- 
é¢ sures of administration, or against the 
‘¢ rect of the taxes devised for support- 
“ ing the unavoidable burthens of the state, 
“ Jt never can be supposed that these op- 
“ ponents of government have a proper idea 
“of the danger that threatens the country 
‘«¢ from the designs of an ambitious, ran- 
“ corous, and unappeaseable enemy; an 
« enemy whose sole and ayowed object is 
“ to annihilate vs wholly as an indepen- 
dent siate. When we find some among 
“the adversaries of govergment doing all 
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“ thepcan to ridicule the volunteer ser- 
* vice, and consequently to extiie the hopes 
‘* ot the chemy, 0. makiog him believe that 
‘© we skal tall ab ea y prey io his veteran 
and e¢y! 
thev cogdamence effect a blinding; and 
when we find thatothers emdeavdur, with 


erenced hordes of ruthans, P 


' ’ ; m 8 ae 
Cua Z al, ie bi ng OndM in uy 7 OuT miCT Ni 


resoutegs Wee yf aiding agaist the ine- 
naced evil, woat must be thonght of 
ther pret msr0ons to patriotism } It mast 

realy exciie astonishment to find, that 

men of acknowledged talents can ca/m/y 

leok at the countries unde French domina- 

tien, and yet muke such petty and per- 

severing cavils against measures calcu- 

lated to avert such a dreadful fate from their 

own, measures that are dictated by wis- 

dom, and. that are founded in moderation, 

and a due regard to the weight wiicd al- 

ready presses upon the people” ——This is 
their way: their uniform practice! They 
always assume, as 
. fact hoch them Oppo: ents dei \. 
Dbe oppovers of the salt tax deny that it is 
ealculated to promote the interests and se- 
curity of the country, but, on the contrary, 
argue, that it is calculated to do great public 
injury, to oppress the lower orders of the 
people, aud there! y to render them discon- 
temied, and, of couse, less likely to be zea- 
lous in the defence of the country. They 
deoy that the tax is dictated by wisdom. 
They deny that .t is founded in moderation. 
They deny that the imposeis of this tax haye 
hada due regaid to the weight of the bar- 
dens which a'ready press upon the people. 
All thts they dery; this denial is the very 
foundation of their opposition; and, yet 
these writers have the assurance to draw 
their conclusion, just as if it had all been ad- 
mitied instead of denied; and as if, there- 
fore, one Was compelled to seek, in disaf- 
tection and disloyalty, for a reason for their 
opposition !——Upon such occasions the 
dangers of the country are always mustered, 


° . } 
premises admitted, all 
tose 


and dressed out with a suitable uumber of | 


terrific epithets. That the dangers of the 
country are great, | want nothing to con- 
vance mej; but, it would take much to con- 
vince me, that those dangers are to be dimi- 
nished by adding to the weight of the peo- 
ple’s burdens; and, in exemplification of 
my meaning, J will, by way of compliment 
to the “* young friead” who writes in the 
Sux, borrow an illustration from the con- 
duct of an animal, to which he may, I 
think, fairly be presumed to bear some 
athaity. ‘* An old fellow,” says /Esop, 
— : 
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** was feeding an ass ma meadow: and ( 
“ being alarmed with the sudden approach 
of the enemy, was impatient with the ag 

** to pot bimself forward, and Ay with a}) thy ate 
“ speed that he was able. -The ass aheg « Mr 
“ him, whether or no he thought the enem: 
** would clap fqwo parr of such panniers | pon 
“ his back. The man said, no, there yw 
“ no fear of that. Why, then, says the 9 | 
“ ass, J will not stir an inch ; for, wnat isjt DO! 
“ to me-who my master is, since J shall by Jawan 
‘“* carry my panniers as usual 2” adov! 
Mippuesex Evection.——I bearr'ly magic 
congratulate the public in general, and py. the p 
cembe 


ticularly the people of the county of Midi. 
Gove 
found 


Vor. \ 


— 


« and 
« place 
“ bury 


sex, that, by the decision of a commitice of 
the House of Commons, Sir Francis Border 


is placed in the seat, from which he has bceg, Re 
during the present session, so illeg:!|y and pointed 
unjustly kept. During the whole of the las the liew 
election Sir Francis Burdett’s conduct wa galion, 
such as no independent man could disap. port the 
prove of, At the close of that election, it sures pr 
was such as, all the circumstances consider- consequ 
ed, is, as to moderation, without a parallel ip proceed 
the history of public and popular men. In most se 
my next, I shal] submit some remarks upoa eriod 


the several branches of this very important 
subject; and, in the mean time shell content 
myself with just expressing my feeling upoa 
the occasion; which is that of sincere satis 
faction, arising from the reflection, that, a 
an inhabitant of Middlesex, I am now repre- 
sented in parliament by a Gentleman ; aan 
of ancient family, hereditary rank and po* 
sessions, of great talents, and of perfect ince- achamne 
pendence of nund. ast sac 

Tue Irntsa Catnorig deputation hare been am 
arrived in London, and have brought a pe: intue w 
tition to the parliament for the recress @ ubjects, 
their grievances. But, this petition, 1 he prin 
said, after having becn submitted to the mle niform! 
nisters, isto be éaid upon tbe tabie, wiinov' of the & 
any proceedings thereon being urges, ® brone : 
least, by the deputation, unless the minsts ine Jour 
choose it; and, that they will not cho " it, rom th 
we can want very little to satisfy us, 5 Onstitus 
we recollect what are the sentiments 6! ')° 0 have 
Prime Minister, Lord Sidmouth. In wait ‘tempts 
degree the members of this depptation opie, « 
properly be regarded as the represeniahive © preseuta' 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland, I knew 0° giansh 
but, the course they are said to have tke? Hou 
though it may, for reasons too obvious © at tegre 
mention, prove very satisfactory 10 pt bader U 
selves, does not appear likely to procul Bp nat the 
relief to that numerous body, whose ary’ m0 iS 
tents form, at this moment, the granod @ ORE 
our most serious apprehensions and daugel 
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